Transferral of extrathoracic donor neoplasm by the cardiac allograft.
The transference of neoplasm from the donor to the recipient is a rare but recognized complication of organ transplantation. It has been reported after kidney transplantation from cadaver donors. We report a case in which an extrathoracic tumor was transmitted by the donor heart. The donor heart was harvested from a 46-year-old local donor and immediately transplanted to a 62-year-old female recipient. While implantation was performed, a hypernephroma was detected in the multiorgan donor. The ongoing heart transplantation could not be stopped. Four weeks after operation, the patient was discharged from the hospital. During the first year after transplantation, the clinical course was uneventful. One year after operation, the patient was admitted to the hospital with symptoms of weakness and fever. A right facial hemiparesis occurred, and a soft tumor was palpable subcutaneously in the right supraorbital region. Histologic examination revealed a malignant tumor with characteristics identical to the donor hypernephroma. In spite of chemotherapy and radiation therapy, dramatic tumor progression occurred with multiorgan metastases, which led to the death of the patient 2 months after admission.